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South Carolina’s automotive industry has been a principal driver for the state’s economic
growth since 2010, with a total growth rate of approximately +186.1 percent between
2010 and 2020 – higher than any other Southeastern state. In order to continue long-term
growth, South Carolina must respond to changes in demand and market transitions.
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A Significant Opportunity
Even with the extraordinary growth the automotive industry has seen in the
previous decade, South Carolina’s automotive industry currently contributes just
26 percent of the total value to the vehicles it produces.
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Why Does this Matter for South Carolina’s e-Mobility Industry?
More EV production could lead to a greater reliance on out-of-state suppliers,
which could, in turn, result in lower rates of job creation, unless South Carolina
grows its e-Mobility supply chain.

The Bottom Line
South Carolina’s automotive industry has been a principal driver for the state’s
economic growth since 2010, with a total growth rate of approximately +186.1 percent
between 2010 and 2020 – higher than any other Southeastern state.
Global production of electric vehicles is increasing dramatically and is forecasted to
continue in the coming decade.
More EV production from S.C. manufacturing plants would currently lead to a greater
reliance on out-of-state auto suppliers, which could result in lower rates of job
creation for South Carolina.
A focus on growing EV supply chains, EV freight transportation, EV maintenance, and
EV workforce initiatives are all critical to help maintain the competitive advantages
that South Carolina has experienced throughout the previous decade.
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