SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance
What is the SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance?
The South Carolina Fraunhofer USA Alliance (SCFUSA) is a collaborative effort between The South Carolina Council on
Competitiveness (The Council), the South Carolina Department of Commerce, and the Fraunhofer USA network. The
alliance was created to advance applied research across the state of South Carolina with the Fraunhofer USA network
and South Carolina research institutions. Examples of research foci include artificial intelligence, Industry 4.0, machine
learning, wearables and other advanced digital technologies.
The work of the alliance and the research it supports give South Carolina a competitive edge in advancing applied
research and increasing the competitiveness of South Carolina based organizations.

Now Accepting New Proposals
The South Carolina Department of Commerce has made significant funding available to match private sector funding for
applied research projects between South Carolina’s universities and Fraunhofer USA to promote applied research that
improves the competitiveness of South Carolina companies and results in a positive economic impact within the state.
Effective immediately we are accepting project proposals to collaborate with the South Carolina Fraunhofer USA Alliance.
Eligible applicants (see qualifying criteria) can apply for matching funds and must commit a cash match to be eligible.

Eligibility Requirements
Project proposals will be assessed using seven criteria and each criteria is weighted – resulting in a cumulative score.
Criteria and its respective weighting as follows:

Recent Collaboration
The ultimate goal of the South Carolina Fraunhofer USA Alliance is to make South Carolina operations more competitive,
more successful and to have a statewide impact on growing companies, jobs, and the economy.
The primary focus is to support digital transformation, innovation and new product and systems development.
An overview of projects underway or recently completed can be found below:

History of the SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance
The establishment of the SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance marks the first in the South applied research initiative with the
prestigious Fraunhofer network and is a direct result of South Carolina’s sister-state relationship with Rhineland-Palatinate,
Germany. The sister-state relationship came about in the mid-1990s as a result of the Charleston Naval Base closing and
American military base closings in Rhineland-Palatinate. A sister-city relationship then developed between Columbia and
Kaiserslautern, Germany (where Ramstein Air Base is today) and the home of the Fraunhofer Institute for Experimental
Software Engineering. Today, we can partner with any of the centers/institutes within the Fraunhofer network and we look
forward to building, developing and growing this unique relationship.

Learn more about the SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance
Suzanne Dickerson, Director of the SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance, SC Council on Competitiveness
sdickerson@sccompetes.org | (864) 901-4796 | www.sccompetes.org/fraunhoferusa
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