
Oakland Elementary School
Spartanburg School District Two

2016 TransformSC Spring Conference

“Not Your Average Career Day”



So What’s 

Wrong With

Career Day?



Thinking Like a Scientist, Writer, Historian, etc.
Why Does it Matter?



Thinking Like a Scientist, Writer, Historian, etc.
Why Does it Matter?



Thinking Like a Scientist, Writer, Historian, etc.
Why Does it Matter?



“What Will Happen to Plants & 
Animals Who Live In the Park 
During the Winter Months?”

Throughout the year, students in kindergarten work to 
understand how changes in the season affect plants and 

animals. Students launched into this PBL unit with the 
help of a local expert from Camp Croft State Park, 

Ranger John Moon.

Ranger Moon provided the students with a lot of 
information, telling them about his job, the park, and the 
plants and animals that are native to our state. In typical, 

PBL fashion, Ranger Moon left our students with this 
unit's Driving Question.  

Afterwards, students went straight to work! They went 
outside, made some observations, and returned to the 
classroom to record their findings. With the help of our 

bright, young "All Stars," Ranger Moon will soon have the 
answer he is looking for!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Camp-Croft-State-Park/443750132337423
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Camp-Croft-State-Park/443750132337423


“How Do Local Authority Figures 
Work Together With the 

Community to Enforce Rules & 
Ensure Safety?”

During this PBL unit, entitled “What Makes A Good 
Leaders,” first graders received visits from four local 

elected and appointed officials to discuss leadership, the 
various processes to become an elected/appointed 

official, and their day to day responsibilities as...mayor, 
magistrate court judge, school board trustee, and state 

representative.



“HOW DO WEATHER AND 
CHANGING SEASONS IMPACT 

OUR LIVES? ”
Second grade students launched into their weather PBL 
unit with a personal conversation with WYFF News 4's 
very own Chris Justus, Meteorologist. Instead of asking 

Mr. Justus to visit our school, he gave our students a 
personal tour of the news center via FaceTime! Our 

students loved seeing how a weather forecast is reported 
and interacting with him through a time of Q & A. ...and 

with our current weather conditions, they had a lot to talk 
about!

https://www.facebook.com/WYFF4/
https://www.facebook.com/WYFF4/
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisJustusMeteorologist/
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisJustusMeteorologist/


Reflection

Not Your Average Career Day
One thing we’ve learned is that an engaging project incorporates at least 1 
(preferably 2) of the following 3 criteria:

1. a significant and relevant problem for students to investigate and 
create a solution for; (Challenging Problem/Question)

2. a clear role for students to engage in that causes them to think 
like an expert; (Purpose, Sustained Inquiry)

3. offering student choice about how to demonstrate their learning 
(Voice & Choice, Authenticity, Public Product)



Resource
Gold Standard PBL: Essential Project Design Elements
http://bie.org/blog/gold_standard_pbl_essential_project_design_elements

Contact Us
Josh Patterson, Principal:  Josh.Patterson@Spartanburg2.k12.sc.us

Gina Skinner, Assistant Principal:  Gina.Skinner@Spartanburg2.k12.sc.us

Ashley McKelvey, Instructional Coach: Ashley.McKelvey@Spartanburg2.k12.sc.us
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